[image: image1.jpg]Vides parraudzibas valsts birojs





Riga

10.03.2022
No. 1-01/213/2022
Ref. to: Case number NV-00618-22

Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 

registrator@naturvardsverket.se
Point of Contact for the Espoo Convention 

Richard Kristoffersson

richard.kristoffersson@naturvardsverket.se
Regarding transboundary environmental impact assessment of planned 
offshore windfarm “Baltic Offshore Belta” in Sweden’s exclusive economic zone

The Environment State Bureau (hereinafter – the Bureau), acting as a competent authority on the environmental impact assessment (hereinafter – the EIA) in Latvia, thanks the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency for information sent concerning planned offshore windfarm “Baltic Offshore Belta” in Sweden’s exclusive economic zone with reference to Article 3 of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention).
The Bureau has gathered opinions expressed by various stakeholders and agrees with estimation that Latvia is not likely to be affected to such an extent that would require participation in the EIA and transboundary consultations under the Espoo Convention. 

The Bureau informs that the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter – the Ministry of Health) recommended to evaluate aspects of impact in the EIA of the planned offshore windfarm “Baltic Offshore Delta” like precise technical solutions relating to the engineering characteristics of the site, the preparation of the site and the establishing of assess roads, the impact of preparatory works on adjacent areas, transportation of building materials and buildings and temporary storage solutions, impact of works on the hydrological regime and geological processes, solutions for water supply and waste water drainage, and other factors that may have adverse effects on the environment. In addition, the Ministry of Health recommends using guidelines prepared by the Baltic Environment Forum “Guidelines for investigation of offshore wind farms on the marine environment in the Baltic States” (http://bef.ee/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/EIA-Guidelines-2009.pdf).

The Nature Conservation Agency of the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter – the Agency) informs that the planned activity is located more than 120km away from the northern part of territory where the Agency implements LIFE REEF Project “Research of marine protected habitats in EEZ and determination of the necessary conservation status in Latvia” (https://reef.daba.gov.lv/). Considering the distance between both territories, direct impacts on existing and potential protected sites are not expected. According to the information sent about the planned research activities, the Agency express willingness to get acquainted with the results of impact assessment of the planned activity on the birds, sea mammals, fishes and bats. In case there is need for direct contact with the Agency, please feel free to use this e-mail: pasts@daba.gov.lv. 

Though Latvia does not intend to take part in the transboundary consultation process as an affected party, we kindly ask the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency to inform us about the findings of transboundary impact, especially if negative impacts on the environment are possible in the territory of Latvia, and the results of EIA. 
Yours sincerely,

Daiga Avdejanova (signature*)

Director of Environment State Bureau of the Republic of Latvia

*Document is sign with safe electronical signature 
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