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LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS APLINKOS MINISTERIJA
THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

A. Jaksto St 4, LT-01105 Vilnius, tel: +370 626 22252, e-mail: info@am.It http://am.Irv.It

Environment State Bureau of the Republic of
Latvia

pasts@vpvb.gov.lv

NOTIFICATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 3 OF THE CONVENTION ON
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REGARDING EXPANSION OF RESOURCE
EXTRACTION AT THE GRIEZES I SAND DEPOSIT

The Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania, acting as a Point of Contact
regarding notification in accordance with Article 3 of the Convention on Environmental Impact
Assessment in a Transboundary Context (hereinafter — the Espoo Convention), hereby notifies the
Republic of Latvia about a proposed activity under the jurisdiction of the Republic of Lithuania —
Expansion of resource extraction at the Griezes I sand deposit, for which an Environmental Impact
Assessment (hereinafter — EIA) process was started in May 2025.

The site of the proposed activity is located in the northwestern part of the Republic of
Lithuania, in Grieze village of Mazeikiai district municipality, at a distance of 120 m from the
border of the Republic of Latvia.

According to the Organizer of the Proposed Activity (Lanksmas Ltd., Melioratoriu St. 1,
Mazeikiai, email: lanksmas@gmail.com) and the Preparer of the EIA Documents (GJ Magma
Ltd., Vaidevucio St. 18, Vilnius, email: gimagma@gmail.com, website: www.gjmagma.lt), the
proposed activity will consist of further extraction of natural resources in the currently operating
quarry into an additional depth and into an additional adjacent area.

Further details regarding the proposed activity, it’s location and potential environmental
impacts are provided in the document attached to this notification.

The decision regarding the environmental impact of the proposed economic activity will be
made by the competent authority — Environmental Protection Agency, taking into account
potential environmental impacts, proposals of the public concerned, the results of consultations
with national entities of environmental impact assessment (other state institutions and executive
institutions of relevant municipalities), and the results of transboundary consultations.

Referring to Article 3.3 of the Espoo Convention and other relevant provisions of
international and national legislation and with an intent to ensure efficient consultations and public
participation, we kindly ask you to acknowledge the receipt of the notification and by October 31,
2025:

* indicate whether you intend to participate in the process of EIA as a potentially
affected country;

» provide comments and proposals concerning the EIA;

* submit comments you might receive from the public and relevant authorities of
your country.
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Please address your response to this notification to Mr. Vitalijus Auglys, Point of Contact
regarding Notification in accordance with Article 3 of the Convention on Environmental Impact
Assessment in a Transboundary Context:

Mr. Vitalijus Auglys

Head of Pollution Prevention Policy Group

Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania
Telephone: +370 686 46 087

E-mail: vitalijus.auglys@am.It (CC: beata.silobritiene@am.lt)

Enclosed:
1. Information on the proposed economic activity and its possible transboundary impact, in
English, 11 pages.

Sincerely,

Head of Pollution Prevention Policy Group
Vitalijus Auglys

Mindaugas Raulinaitis, +370 695 41925, e-mail: mindaugas.raulinaitis@am.lt


mailto:vitalijus.auglys@am.lt
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INFORMATION ON THE PLANNED ECONOMIC ACTIVITY AND ITS POSSIBLE
TRANSBOUNDARY IMPACT

1. Name (title), address, telephone, e-mail of the developer (proponent of the proposed
economic activity).

Organizer of the planned economic activity — Lanksmas Ltd, Melioratoriu street 1, Mazeikiai
city, phone: +370-614-40818, email: lanksmas @ gmail.com.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Document Preparer — GJ Magma Ltd, Vaidevucio
street 18, Vilnius city, phone: +370-5-2318178, email: gjmagma@gmail.com, website:
www.gjmagma.lt.

2. Information on the nature of the proposed activity:

2.1. title of the proposed economic activity;

Expansion of resource extraction at the Griezes I sand deposit.

2.2. type of activity and indication whether the proposed activity is listed in Appendix I to
the UN Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo
Convention);

Sand resource extraction. Planned economic activity is not listed in Appendix I to the UN
Convention. Sand mining is not included in the main types of metal ore or coal mining and processing.

2.3. description of the proposed activity, including the main activity and all peripheral and
directly related activities (incl. description of technology to be used, related infrastructure,
changes in traffic flows, etc.);

Resource extraction would continue from the currently operating quarry. The quarry expansion
would continue to use the mining infrastructure and production export route created in previous years
(1, 3 Fig.). It is planned that only mobile, conventional mining machinery widely used around the
world (e.g. an excavator, loader, bulldozer, truck) will be operated in the quarry during sand extraction.
It is planned that sand extraction in the expanded deposit will consist of the following main stages: 1.
Preparation of the surface, removal of the topsoil and other vegetation; 2. Sand mining; 3. Production
realization; 4. Recultivation of excavated area. Production transportation volumes would remain the

same as in previous years when the quarry was in operation, up to 30-40 trips per shift.

Vaidevucio g. 18, Vilnius, LT-08402. Tel., +370-5-2318178, faks., +370-5-2784455, el.pastas gjmagma@ gmail.com
Imonés kodas 121428749, PVM kodas LT214287414, A/s LT27 7044 0600 0102 7230 AB ,,SEB Vilniaus bankas*




UZdaroji akciné bendrove
<<GJ Magma>>

o <
1992 <7

2.4. scale of the proposed activity (occupied area, scope, production capacity, water, raw
material and energy use, generation of waste, etc.);

The planned economic activity area covers an area of approximately 27.3 ha (1 — 4 Fig.). It is
planned to expand resource extraction in the operating quarry to a depth and into a new adjacent area.
It is planned that the average annual sand extraction volume in the quarry will normally be about 10-
20 thousand m?, and in individual years, when major road construction or construction works are taking
place closer to the deposit, it will reach 70 thousand m>. In the planned area, as in the currently
operating quarry, only natural sand will be mined. The raw material excavated from the quarry will be
used in road construction and maintenance, construction, land reclamation, landscaping, for production
of concrete and other construction mixtures. Mining machinery in the quarry will burn approximately
40-50 tons of diesel fuel per year, at the expected peak production volumes. No additional materials
or water will be used in sand mining operations. No waste will be generated during the extraction of
sand resources. The removed topsoil and other mineral soil will be used for quarry recultivation,
flattening the slopes, filling the shallowest areas of the water basin, restoring the vegetation layer.

2.5. time-frame for proposed activity (start and duration of construction, operation and
decommissioning, etc.).

Mining work in the expanded area would begin in 1-2 years, after EIA procedures have been
completed and sand resource extraction has been designed. The resource extraction in the expanded
area would be carried out for about 10-15 years.

3. Information on the location of the proposed activity:

3.1. location and description of the location (geographical, socio-economic characteristics,
distance to the Affected Party to the Espoo Convention and its sensitive areas, e. g. “Natura
2000” and other protected sites, objects and sites of cultural heritage, residential areas, etc.);

The territory of the planned economic activity is in the northwestern part of the Republic of
Lithuania, in the northwestern part of the territory of Mazeikiai district municipality, in the Zidikai
eldership, in Grieze village, 120 m from the border of the Republic of Latvia. The territory of the
planned economic activity is in a non-urbanized, rural area. The nearest homestead in the village of
Meijas, located in the Republic of Latvia, is 400 m east of the planned area (1 Fig.).

The entire surface of the planned economic activity area has already been damaged by mining
operations carried out in previous years (2 — 4 Fig.). Currently, the surface of the planned territory

consists of an artificial water body formed at the site of the operated quarry, technogenic soil, newly
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formed turf, and a gradually growing self-seeding forest. Also, in some places, small artificial water
bodies are formed further north of the operating quarry. The territory of the planned economic activity
is not included in the protected areas (5 Fig.). The planned area in the Republic of Lithuania on the
northeastern and northwestern edges is located close to the Natura 2000 network area “Ventos
aukstupys® (LTAKMO0002) important for protection of habitats, but is not included in it. Further away
(40 m and more), Natura 2000 network area “Ventos upes slenis* (LTAKMBO002) is located which is
important for protection of birds.

There are no established protected areas adjacent to the planned economic activity area along the
border of the Republic of Latvia. The nearest protected area of local importance, where dendrological
plantations are protected (ID 24426), is 405 m east of the planned area (6 Fig.). Further, 880 m to the
southeast, is located a microreserve (ID 187605). The nearest natural monument, a common oak (ID
13390), grows 420 m to the southeast.

The nearest natural habitats of European Community importance in a neighboring country, with
codes 3260 and 6210, are 100 m to the northeast and 260 m to the southeast from the planned area,
respectively. The nearest recorded locations of the European bullhead (Cottus gobio), spined loach
(Cobitis taenia), European bitterling (Rhodeus amarus) and brook lamprey (Lampetra planeri) in the
Venta River in the territory of a neighboring state are 300 m to the southeast. Further on, 425 m to the
southeast and 480 m to the northwest were recorded brown long-eared bat (Plecotus auritus) and wooly
buttercup (Ranunculus lanuginosus). The planned activity will not have any negative impact on the
nearest protected areas, natural habitats and protected species. The currently operating quarry is located
closer to protected areas, natural habitats and research sites (except for the woolly buttercup research
site) than the planned expansion of the deposit area into the adjacent territory.

There are no cultural heritage sites and areas located near the planned economic activity area
along the border of the Republic of Latvia. Grieze Cemetery is 280 m to the east, and Grieze Lutheran
Church is 390 m to the east (1 Fig.). According to the cultural heritage map of the Republic of Latvia,
the nearest heritage site is indicated as Bierinu burial ground (ID 2158) (7 Fig.).

3.2. rationale for location of the proposed activity (e.g. geographical, economical reasons);

The planned economic activity in this location is not new. Mining in the Grieze I sand quarry
began more than 4 decades ago. The entire surface of the planned area has already been damaged by
mining in previous years. (1 —4 Fig.). Mining expansion from an existing quarry would allow for more

rational exploitation of the resources and recultivation of areas damaged by mining operations in
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previous years. In these areas, in the valleys of the Venta River and the Varduva and Vadakstis rivers
flowing into it, sand and gravel extraction is a common phenomenon.

3.3. maps and other pictorial documents related to the spatial boundaries of the proposed
activity, with a clear indication of the distance to the Affected Party to the Espoo Convention
and its sensitive areas, as noted in 3.1.

1 Fig. Overview plan of Grieze I sand deposit. M 1:25 000.

2 Fig. Grieze I sand deposit situational plan. M 1:10 000.

3 Fig. Situational orthophotographic plan of Grieze I sand deposit. M 1:10 000.

4 Fig. Situational orthophotographic plan of Grieze I sand deposit. M 1:5 000.

5 Fig. Extract from the State Cadastre of Protected Areas of the Republic of Lithuania.

M 1:10 000.

6 Fig. Extract from the OZOLS data system of the Republic of Latvia. M 1:10 000.

7 Fig. Extract from the Cultural Heritage Map of the Republic of Latvia. M 1:50 000.

4. Information on possible significant adverse transboundary impact of the proposed
activity.

No economic activity will be carried out on the territory of the Republic of Latvia. The
resumption of resource extraction in the area damaged by mining operations in previous years,
currently abandoned, unreclaimed, and the deepening of the existing quarry will not have any
significant negative impact on the environment of the neighboring country. Substantial mining impacts
have already been made at this location in previous years. In this case, only the remaining unexploited
resources of the deposit, which have been explored in detail, would be exploited and the quarry would

be recultivated.

Pagarbiai / Sincerely
PAYV dokumenty rengéjas / EIA documentation preparer
UAB ,,GJ Magma*“ ekologas-inZinierius / G] Magma Ltd ecologist-engineer

Edvardas Grencius
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1 Fig. Overview plan of Grieze I sand deposit
M 1:25 000
LEGEND

m Area of planned economic activity (approx. 27.3 ha)
s (Grieze | sand deposit investigated in detail

Area for which a mining permit has been issued
= Sand and gravel resources investigated in detail
s Sand and gravel resources investigated in preliminary detail

Sand and gravel resources investigated in predictive detail
¢ Production transportation route
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Fig 2. Grieze I sand deposit situational plan
M 1:10 000
LEGEND

KXZE Area of planned economic activity (approx. 27.3 ha)
Grieze | sand deposit investigated in detail

Area for which a mining permit has been issued
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4 Fig. Situational orthophotographic plan of Grieze 1 sand deposit
M 1:5 000
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of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania, 2025

5 Fig. Extract from the State Cadastre of Protected Areas of the Republic of Lithuania
M 1:10 000
LEGEND
Area of planned economic activity (approx. 27.3 ha)
Grieze I sand deposit investigated in detail
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6 Fig. Extract from the OZOLS data system of the Republic of Latvia
M 1:10 000
LEGEND

Area of planned economic activity (approx. 27.3 ha)
Grieze I sand deposit investigated in detail
Area for which a mining permit has been issued
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