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Parties to the SEA Protocol

Notification in accordance with Article 10 of the Protocol on
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) regarding the
Government Decree on Nuclear Facilities, Finland

In accordance with Article 10, Paragraph 1 of the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment
(the SEA protocol) to the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessments in a Transboundary
Context (Espoo Convention) Finland hereby notifies the parties of the Protocol of the SEA of the
Espoo Convention regarding the Government Decree on Nuclear Facilities. In addition to the Pro-
tocol on SEA, the notification is sent in accordance with Article 7, Paragraph 1 of Directive
2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2001 on the assessment of
the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment (SEA Directive).

Information on the Government Decree on Nuclear Facilities

The legislation on nuclear energy in Finland is undergoing a reform. In the comprehensive reform
the current Nuclear Energy Act (990/1987) will be overhauled in its entirety to take into account
changes in the operating environment, technological developments, changes in the energy market,
and the reform of other Finnish legislation as well as international and EU regulation.

In connection with the reform, the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment is preparing a
Government Decree on Nuclear Facilities. The Decree would be issued on the basis of the new
Nuclear Energy Act and would lay down provisions on restricting radiation exposure and emissions
of radioactive materials, which are currently laid down in the Nuclear Energy Decree (161/1988).
The new Decree will replace the provisions of the current Nuclear Energy Decree insofar as they
concern the safety of nuclear facilities, radiation exposure, radioactive material emissions, licens-
ing procedures and the related administrative structures.

The environmental assessment will take into account the following alternative scenarios:
e Parliament does not approve the government proposal for a Nuclear Energy Act and the
current state of the regulation remains unchanged;
o Parliament approves the proposal for a Nuclear Energy Act, and the Government issues a
Decree on Nuclear Facilities under the new Act.

The Finnish Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority’s regulations will be revised in connection to
the overall revision of the Nuclear Energy Act. The documents related to these regulations, pre-
pared by the Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority, are also a subject to transboundary consulta-
tions.

Suomen ympéristokeskus | Finlands miljécentral | Finnish Environment Institute
Latokartanonkaari 11 | 00790 Helsinki | FINLAND
+358 295 251 000 | mailto: kirjaamo@syke.fi | Y-tunnus 0996189-5 | syke.fi



2 (6)

The SEA procedure

In Finland, the environmental impacts of certain types of plans and programmes must be assessed
pursuant to the Act on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the En-
vironment (200/2005, SEA Act). As a rule, decrees have not been considered plans and pro-
grammes that require environmental assessment under the SEA Directive and, consequently, the
SEA Act. However, the Court of Justice of the European Union has interpreted the concept of
plans and programmes broadly and has held that that concept may also include decrees if they ful-
fil the conditions for the environmental assessment obligation.

The Government Decree on Nuclear Facilities is considered to set a framework for licence or ap-
proval decisions for projects under section 4 of the SEA Act. As the Decree applies to the energy
supply sector referred to in paragraph 1 of the same section, the preparation of the Decree can be
considered to fulfil the conditions for the environmental assessment obligation under the SEA Act.
An environmental assessment and an environmental report will be drawn up in connection with the
preparation of the Decree.

The plan for carrying out an environmental assessment under the SEA Act describes the back-
ground, preparation and timetable of the Decree and the plan for the environmental assessment.
When preparing the Decree, the likelihood of significant transboundary environmental impacts will
also be assessed.

Two consultations will be held in Finland and internationally during the assessment procedure. In
this first phase, a consultation will be held concerning the environmental assessment plan and the
preparation of the environmental report. In Finland the first phase is held from 16 May to 14 June
2026. In the second phase, later in 2026, a consultation under section 9 of the SEA Act will be held
concerning the Decree, i.e. the draft plan or programme, as well as the environmental report. The
feedback received during the consultations will be considered in the environmental assessment
and the preparation of the Decree, to the extent possible.

Participation in the procedure

The attached materials are available in Finnish, Swedish and English from May 16 to June 14,
2026 (30 days) on the following website of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment:
https://tem.fi/en/government-decree-on-nuclear-facilities.

Comprehensive reform of the Nuclear Energy Act, information about the project (available in Finn-
ish and Swedish) can be found in Finnish Government’s website: https://valtioneu-
vosto.filhanke?tunnus=TEM032:00/2023.

Please send the response by email to the Register Office of the Finnish Environment Institute (kir-
jaamo@syke.fi) and transboundaryEIA.SEA@syke.fi by 2 July 2026 at the latest and:

e acknowledge the receipt of the notification,

¢ indicate whether your country is likely to be affected by the transboundary impacts of the
planned activities under the SEA Protocol to the Espoo Convention, and wishes to partici-
pate in the consultation procedure,

o If your state is participating in the process, please indicate the language in which you would
like to receive the environmental report,

e provide views and comments on the material,

e submit any comments you might receive from the public, authorities and others concerned
in your state.

Please indicate our reference number SYKE/2026/1153 in your letter.

More information

Responsible SEA authority: Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment, Senior Specialist
Venla Liljestrdm, firsthame.lasthname@gov fi
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Protocol on SEA: Finnish Environment Institute, Senior Officer Hanne Rajanen,
transboundaryEIA.SEA@syke fi

Head of services Jenni Juslén

Senior officer, Hanne Rajanen
Point of Contact to the Espoo Convention
and the Protocol on SEA

This document has been electronically signed. The electronic signatures can be verified from the
register office of the Finnish Environment Institute.

Appendices Plan for carrying out an environmental assessment, government decree on
nuclear facilities 29 April 2026 (pdf)

Plan for miljobedémning, statsradets férordning om karnanlaggningar
29.4.2026 (pdf)

For information
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland
Ministry of the Environment
Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment

Send list
Albania

Ministry of Tourism and Environment
info@mjedisi.qov.al

Austria

Ms. Anna EDER

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and Environmental Protection, Regions and
Water Management

Anna.Eder@bmluk.gv.at cc: abt-65@bmluk.gv.at

Bulgaria
Ministry of Environment and Water
espoo eia sea@moew.qovernment.bg

Croatia

Mr. Matej Majdeni¢

Ministry of Environmental Protection and Green Transition
matej.majdenic@mzozt.hr

Cypros

Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment
director@environment.moa.gov.cy

Czech Republic
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Ministry of the Environment
martina.pellegrini@mzp.cz, adela.prochazkova@mzp.cz

Denmark

Ms. Maria Birkholm SGNDERMARK

Agency for Green Transition and Aquatic Environment
Ministry of Green Transition

espoo@sgqgav.dk

Estonia

Ms. Birgit PARMAS

Ministry of Climate
espoo@kliimaministeerium.ee

France
Ministére de I'écologie, du développement durable et de I'énergie
point-focal.espoo@developpement-durable.gouv.fr

Germany

Ms. Isabel LANG

Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
Gl2@bmukn.bund.de

Ms. Kalina PENEVA-GADEKE
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
Gl2@bmukn.bund.de

Greese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

dd4@mfa.gr

Hungary

Dr. Zsuzsanna POCSAI

Department of Environmental Protection

Ministry of Energy

zsuzsanna.pocsai@em.qov.hu Cc: sea@em.gov.hu

Italy

Ms. Anna Maria Maggiore

Ministry of the Environment and Energy Security
Directorate-General for Environmental Assessments
maggiore.annamaria@mase.gov.it

Mr. Nocco Gianluigi Ministry of the Environment and Energy Security
Directorate-General for Environmental Assessments
nocco.gianluigi@mase.gov.it

Latvia
State Environmental Service
pasts@vvd.qov.lv

Lithuania

Mr. Vitalijus AUGLYS

Ministry of Environment

vitalijus.auglys@am.lt; cc: Ms. Beata VILIMAITE SILOBRITIENE beata.vilimaite@am.lt;
beata.vilimaite-silobritiene@am.It; beata.silobritiene@am.It
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Luxenburg

Mr. Chris RECKEL

Ministry of the Environment, Climate and Biodiversity
chris.reckel@mev.etat.lu

Malta

Dr Pierre HILI

Ministry for the Environment, Climate Change and Planning
sea focal point@gov.mt

Montenegro

Ms. Brankica CMILJANO

Directorate of Ecology

Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Northern Region Development
brankica.cmiljanovic@mers.qov.me

Netherlands

Ms. Yulita MUSPITASARI

Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management
point-notification.espoo@rws.nl

Ms. Maartje van RAVESTEIJN
Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management
point-notification.espoo@rws.nl

North Macedonia

Mr. Nebi REXHEPI

Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning
n.rexhepi@moepp.gov.mk

Norway

Norwegian Environment Agency

Espoo@miljodir.no; cc: Ms. Guro SYLLING guro.sylling@miljodir.no; cc: Ms. Nina SEEHUSEN
Nina.Seehusen@miljodir.no

Poland

Ms. Dorota TORYFTER-SZUMANSKA

General Directorate for Environmental Protection
dorota.toryfter-szumanska@gqgdos.gov.pl; espoo@gdos.gov.pl; cc: sekretar-
iat.doos@qdos.qov.pl

Republic of Moldova

Ms. Mariana PETREANU

Ministry of Environment
mariana.peteanu@mediu.qgov.md

Romania

Ms. Dorina MOCANU

Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests
dorina.mocanu@mmediu.ro

Ms. Anca APREUTESEI
Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests
anca.apreutesei@mmediu.ro

Ms. Ana STANCIU
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Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests
anamaria.stanciu@mmediu.ro

Serbia . ] )
Ms. Aleksandra IMSIRAGIC DURIC
aleksandra.imsiragic@eko.gov.rs

Slovakia

Ms. Barbora Doneva PAVLACIC

Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic
barbora.pavlacicdoneva@enviro.gov.sk cc: Ms. Karin PREINEROVA
Karin.Preinerova@enviro.gov.sk cc: katarina.jedina@enviro.gov.sk

Spain

Ms. Eva Maria Blanco Benavente

Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the Demographic Challenge
emblanco@miteco.es

cc: Mr Alvaro FUENTES GARCIA afuentes@miteco.es, Ms Alba CACERES GARCIA
acaceresgar@miteco.es

Sweden

Ms. Asa BLOMSTER

Swedish Environmental Protection Agency
espoo@swedishepa.se; asa.blomster@swedishepa.se

Ukraine

Mr. Yuriy Kolmaz

Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine
saveland@mepr.qgov.ua

Ms. Olena Legka
Ministry of Environmental Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine
olegka@mepr.qov.ua
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